
Learning through play

S ET  S H E ET

First Friends Recycling Truck Set

1–5 yrs
AGE

First Friends Recycling Truck Set
Sorting, sequencing and role play around a recycling collection round. Supports vocabulary development, cause and effect
(the tipping truck) and conversations about looking after our community.

WHAT IS IN THE SET

First Friends Garbage Truck

24 × 19 × 18 cm

First Friends Boy

 

First Friends Girl

 

Two recycling containers

 

WHAT CHILDREN LEARN

Cause & effect

Pull the handle and the container tips. A
mechanism the child works, with a result they
can see and hear.

Sorting

Two containers, two kinds of thing. Paper here,
bottles there — sorting with a purpose.

Understanding the world

Where the rubbish goes after the bin, who
collects it, and why we sort it first.

Social play
Driver and loader. Two jobs that only work
together — and swap halfway.

Sequencing
Bins out, truck comes, tip, drive on, next house.
A round is a sequence a child can run.

Language
Full and empty, heavy and light, tip and lift,
first and next. Words with actions attached.

ONE SET, FIVE YEARS OF PLAY

1–2y
Pushes the truck, drops things in the
container, pulls the handle with help

2–3y
Tips the container alone, names the truck
and the driver, does a round of two stops

3–4y
Sorts scraps into the right container, plays

driver and loader with a partner

4–5y
Runs a street round with friends, explains

why we sort, and where it all goes

TRY THIS ON DAY ONE

Tip It In

12–30 months · Drop something in the container,
pull the handle, watch it tip into the truck.

The Round

18 months – 3 years · Three houses, three bins.
Drive to each, tip, drive on. Who is next?

Which Bin?

2–4 years · Paper in one container, bottles in the
other. Sort the scraps before the truck comes.

TOPIC LINKS

Recycling People who help us Our street Sorting Full and empty Materials Jobs people do

CONTENTS

Truck, 2 containers, 2 figures
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